flat ceiling. Originally the ceiling of this
central aisle was semi-circular and made
of timber. On top of each arch there
is a roundel for ventilation and the
arch and the roundel are pulled together
by a band of loop -decoration. These
arches are strengthened by wooden beams.

MARISTAN OF QALAWUN 1282 A.D.

third building of
this group is the Maristan (hospital) of
Sultan Qalawun. There are a number of
stories concerning the building of this
hospital. According to Maqrizi, Qalawun
fell terribly ill in Syria and was much
relieved by the drugs and medical atten-
tion of some Tabeeb (physician) from the
dispensary founded by Nasr ud-Din at
Damascus. This impressed him so much
that he decided to build a similar institu-
tion in Cairo. The site he chose was that
of a former Fatimid palace, " Qasr ez-
Zumurrud." The building material was
brought from the pyramids and the citadel
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